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Landowners in all countries and at all times have
been, as a rale, and still are, conservative, the earth
they are possessors of seeming on its side to impart
something of its own immobility to their character.
Besides, men who inherit a position titled for genera-
tions, and dwellings and domains where their 'fore-
gangers' have kinged it, perhaps for centuries, are,
and not unnaturally, inclined to look down with a
certain contempt, if not dislike, on recent dignities and
acquisitions of comparatively ephemeral date. Such
men when assumed into the body of a government give
it a special solidity of character, for good as for evil.
When they alone form a government it speedily passes,
by petrifactive degeneration, into a Spartan oligarchy,
or a Hohen Eulen-Schreckenstein principality.

Now it is.a peculiar feature of modern Turkey, and
one which essentially distinguishes it from its former
self, that the landed classes, once so intimately blended
with the military, and together all-powerful in the
empire, are now carefully and systematically excluded
from any share whatsoever in the government. Read
over the long muster list of pashas and effendees,
viziers and musheers of the present day, and you will
hardly find among them one in thirty who owes a
name, an acre of land, or any title of recognised exist-
ence to his grandfather. With exceptions far too few
to be of any weight, these officials are all men of yester-
day, writers, Chibookjees, 'id genus omne/ raised by
favour, by money, by intrigue, by what you will (birth
and hereditary estate excepted) to their present posi-
tion. The son of a grand-vizier or of a musheer-pasha,
who was himself, perhaps, the son of a house-servant or
a coffee-shop keeper, is a very Stanley or Vere de Vere
among them. And this, to give the tribe a retrospec-
tive glance, is one reason, and not the least either, why